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For  this  is  my  Blood  of  the  ne"jo  testament,  xohich 
is  shed  for  many>  for  the  remission  of  sins.  But 
I  say  unto  you,  I  mil  not  drink  henceforth  of 
this  fruit  of  the  vine,  until  that  day  when  I  drink 
it  nexv  with  you  in  my  Father's  Kingdom. 


A  LTHO'  we  had  no  more  to  do  at  our  meeting 
x\_  together  in  this  place  to-day,  but  to  read  and 
liear  these  same  wonderful  words,  if  our  hearts  were 
in  a  suitable  frame,  knowing  and  considering  what 
we  are  about  and  doing*  we  would  be  in  a  divine  rap- 
ture and  transport  of  admiration  at  his  love,  and  kind* 
led  into  a  flame  of  holy  zeal  for  his  gloryt  by  them. 
O  what  sweet  and  happy  words  are  these  from  our 
dying  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  mouth  !  '  Eye  hath  not 
seen,  ear  hath  not  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  what  things  the  Lord 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  wait  for  him.'  And  in- 
deed there  is  a  sum  of  them  in  these  words,  they  be- 
ing a  compend  of  the  testament  and  legacy  which  our 
Lord  hath  left  to  his  friends :  O  sinners,  be  of  good 
cheer,  there  are  good  ne'wf^nd  glad  tidings  of  great; 
joy  here  t  Here  is  the  new  covenant  and  all  that  is  in  j 
it,  and  remission  of  sins  h  in  particular,  as  the  legacy: 
Here  is  Christ,  which  rnakcth  this  covenant  savoury; 
and  it  is  confirmed  by  his  death*  who  is  the  Testator 
thereof ;  which  makes  it  sure  :  Here  is  hsaven  and  e- 
tfcrnal  glory  ;  and  whit  would  ye  have  more  ? « This  if; 
{saith  he)  my  blood  of  the  new  testament,  which  is 
ihed  for  the  remission  of  the  sins  of  many:'  Which: 
holds  forth  the  promises,  and  the  convey  of  them ;  tb* 


legacy,  and  how  it  comes  to  us,  « I  will  not  ( sa* t!*  he) 
^drink  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine,  until  1  citing  it  new 
with  you  in  my  Father's  kingdom  There  is  heav- 
en, the  heartsome  up-shot  of  alh  Remission  of  sins 
come  to  sinners  covenant-v^ise,  thro'  Christ's  blood  ; 
and  by  closing  with  Christ,  and  making  application 
of  this  blood,  sinners  come  to  get  remission  of  sins, 
and  all  the  benefits  of  the  covenant ;  and  are  brought 
at  last  to  drink  the  new  wine  of  heaven,  and  to. drink 
it  new  with  Christ,  even  to  share  in  his  glory,  and  to 
have  one  feast  and  glory  with  him.  And  truly  if 
there  were  no  more  to  be  said,  we  may  most  confident- 
ly say,  that  these  are  wonderful  glad  tidings,  which 
our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  hath  left  to  be  the  great  sub- 
ject of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  and  the  scope  of 
the  sacraments. 

We  .shall*  1*  Open  up  the  words  a  little.  2  We 
shall  draw  some  doctrines  from  them.  Ami  thea,  3. 
Insist  in  the  application. 

First  then,  for  Explication.  From  the  26th  verse 
is  set  down  the  institution  of  the  supper  of  the  Lord  ; 
wherein  we  have,  1,  What  Christ  did.  2-  What  he 
commands  the  disciples,  and  us  in  them,  to  do.  5. 
He  explicates,  in  these  words,  what  he  hath  been  do- 
ing-, and  commanded  to  be  done :  •*  This  is  my  blood 
of  the  new  testament,7'  Sec.  as  if  he  had  said.  There 
was  a  covenant  made  long  since  betwixt  ray  Father 
and  me,  concerning  the  elect ;  wherein  I  condescend- 
ed and  transacted  to  take  on  man's  nature,  and  in  th** 
nature  to  suffer  and  satisfy  Divine  Justice  for  their 
sins  :  And  this  is  a  commemoration  oi  my  satisfaction, 
giving  to  you  a  confirmation  of  your  interest  in  all 
the  blessings  of  that  covenant,  v^recf  rem  is  son  of 
sins  is  a  main  one-  He  needed,  as  would  &eem«  to 
have  f&iii  no  more,  but  that  he  was  going  to  suffer, 
and  to  pui  chase  redemption  to  sinners  r  But  be  will 
^iurfher  shew  his  disciples,  and  in  them  all  believers 
in  hin;?  that  this  came  not  to  pass  by  guess,  but  ac- 
cordifcg  to  an  old  covenant  *nd  eternal  transaction 
ihar  rast  betwixt  Jshovafa  and  him  \  and  so  adds  the 
swerament  to  be  a  commemoration,  and  a  more  full 


•onrlnnatioa  thereof  to  believers.  In  the  £$th  verse, 
he  hath  two  words  further,  1.  One  of  warning, * 1  sa^ 
unto  yon,  Henceforth  I  will  not  drink  ef  tke  fruit  of 
the  Tine  As  if  he  had  said,  Take  heed  what  ye  are 
doing,  make  thii  corrmunion  very  welcome,  and  let 
k  confirm  and  strengthen  you  against  the  trials  that 
are  coming  ;  for,!  will  have  no  more  communions 
with  you,  after  this  manner  in  this  world.  2.  A  word 
of  er. couragernent  and  consolation  ;  Because  they 
might  think  and  say,  Alas !  Lord,  what  will  become 
ol  us,  i£  we  snail  have  no  more  communions  with  thee? 
Be  not  f  siitii  he  to  them  on  the  matter)  discouraged  ; 
We  'shall  yet  have  more  and  more  intimate  commun- 
ion than  ever  we  had  here  on  earth  :  There  is  a  day 
coming,  when  we  shall  have  a  sweet  communion  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  together,  when  we  shall  drink 
it  new,  when. we  shall  have  the  thing  signified,  m  the 
fall  harvest  cf  joy  in  God,  La  his  kingdom.  Then, 
ver-  30.  as  if  he  were  going  to  a  triumph,  he  and  they 
sing  a  hymn  or  psalm  ;  partly  thereby  to  teach  us 
to  be  cheerful,  and  partly  to  shew  that  staging  of 
psalms  is  not  unsuitable  for  this  action. 

To  make  the  former  words  clear,  we  would  con- 
sider. First*  Christ's  offer  :  Wherein  there  are  the 
outward  and  visible  signs,  the  elements ;  and  the 
inward  invisible  thing  signified  by  them,  which  is 
Christ's  body'aud  blood.  In  the  offer  then,  we  have 
not  only  the  element,  but  the  thing  represented  by  it. 
Secondly,  Consider  the  receiving  of  Christ's  offer, 
wherun  there  are,  1 .  The  act  oi  receiving  the  element 
by  uie  hand  :  2,  The  heart's  receiving  whatis  offered 
by  the  t-kments ;  Even  as,  in  hearing  the  Word, 
there  is  the  giving  or  lending  of  the  ear  to  the  voice 
pi  '-word-:-,  that  they  may  be  understand  ingly  heard  ; 
mid  theie  is  the  receiving  what  is  spoken,  by  faith  ia 
the  heart,  As  Christ  holds  forth  both  in  his  offer,  so 
the  believer  would  both  ways  receive;  by  the  hand 
the  clemen:  should  be  received,  and  faith  the  thing 
signified  should  be  received.  Thirdly,  ye  would  coq- 
sider  this  applicilioix  <>1  the  thing  signified  in  a  two- 
fold respect,  1,  As  it  holds  oat  trie  enteiing  of  us  in- 


5 


to  the  c&vemntin  oraer  to  tine  receiving  of  the  par* 
don  of  sit},,  when  the  s:r,rament  is  considered  complex- 
ly with  -die  word  ;  2.  As-tt  applieth  Christ  and  the 
beoefitsthat  come  by  him  for  our  consolation.  Christ 
is  to  be  received  in  the  former  respect,  before  he  can 
be  received  in  the  latter  ;  we  must  needs  receive  Christ 
in  his  offer*  ere  we  can  receive  any  benefit  that  conges 
by  him  *.  Therefore  die  word  tr/  es  along  with  the  sa- 
crament, that  we  may  lay  hold  of  Christ  by  the  co- 
venant: for  they  that  are  without  the  covenant  are 
u^'thou*  Christ  and  all  saving  benefit  by  him  ;  but 
where  Christ  is  received,  and  faith  cloleth  with  him 
as  he  is  offered,  the  soul  may  warrantable  make  ap- 
plication of  him,  not  only  for  pardon  of  sin,  the  par- 
ticular benefit  here  expressly  mentioned,  but  for  aU 
other  benefits  of  the  covenant ;  whereas  they  who  have 
not  faith,  have  nothing,  and  receive  nothing  ;  but  are 
deeply  guilty  thro*  their  not  receiving,  but  rather 
rejecting  and  despising  of  Christ*  arici  his  benefits. 
Fourthly,  Ye  would  consider  this  sacrament,  as  it 
seals  directly  our  warrant  to  receive  Christ  and  his 
benefits,  or  as  it  seals  our  application  of  Christ  and 
his  benefits ;  In  the  first  respect,  we  offer  to  you  a 
good  security  for  your  salvation,  on  condition  of  your 
receiving  Christ,  but,  in  the  second  respect,  the  secur- 
ity is  sealed  simply,  as  having  God's  seal  appended 
to  it,  to  alt  who  have  received  hi«i,    Thus  the  tree 
of  life  was  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  life  by  works  to 
Adam,  if  he  stood  ;  but  it  wTas  not  a  confirmation  that 
be  should  have  life  by  the  covenant,  except  he  fulfill- 
ed that,  which  was  called  for  in  it.    So  circumcision 
was  a  seal  of  righteousness  of  faith  to  Ishmael  and 
other  visible  Chureh»?.nemhers,  as  well  as  to  Isaac,  ia 
the  first  sense,  that  is,  that  the  security  was  good  ;  but 
to  Isaac,  and  believers,  it  was  not  only  a  seal,  or  a 
confirmation  that  the  security  was  good,  and  sufficient 
i*  itself,  but  a  seal  of  confirmation  that  it  shdjuld  be 
gopd      them:  Therefore,  m  coming  to  partake  of 
the  S  icraments,  we  would  premit  always  our  o^>«ng 
,  with  Christ}  who  doth  offer  here. to  all  a  pledge  that 
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he  will  make 'good -the  covenant  5  and  it  is  the  great 
guilt  of  many  professors  of  the  gospel,  that  they  close 
not  with  him  in  his  crier,  so  as  to  make  use  of  it : 
But  'tis  more  to  believers,  who  have  by  faith  closed 
With  Christ  ;  this  seal  of  the  covenant  accreweth  to 
their  security,  who  have  taken  God's  word,  and  rest- 
ed on  it  :  The  believer,  then,  is  not  only  sure  in  this 
1 espectj  that  he  hath  a  good  warrant  to  trust  and  lean 
to,  that  is,  a  sealed  covenant;  but  also,,  that  it  will 
not  fail  him  in  "particular :  So  that  he  may  say,  1  I 
know  in  whom  I  have  believed"  And  we  would  not 
divide  these  things  that  God  bath  so  wisely  and  well 
conjoined,  viz.  closing  with  Christ  and  the  covenant 
in  the  right  way,  according  to  the  terms  thereof ;  and 
taking  this  seal  of  confirmation  of  i  t. 

Now,  In  the  Second  place,  I  come  to  give  you  a 
little  view  of  the  gospel,  in  several  Observations  from 
the  words ;  that  we  may  haste  to  that  which  we  more 
particularly  aim  at,  , to  wit,  the  Use  of  alL 

Fi a  S  T,  then,  Observe,  *  That  all  men  and  wofnen, 
even  the  elect  not  excepted,  are  sinful,  and  as  such 
considered  before  God  so  it  is  said,  tsk.  liii  6, 
<•  Atl  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray  :'  The  persons 
for  whose  behoof  Christ  hath  made  his  testament,  and 
to  whom  he  hath  left  his  legacies,  .are  sinners,  even 
sinful  men  and  women,  and,  the  more  sin  be  in  thefti 
the  more  grace  shine3  in  God's  choosing  of  such,  and 
in  Choi's  's  dying  for  such,  and  not  choc/sing  nor  djr. 
ing  for  fallen  angels  :  It  h  sinners  who  are  trie  object.' 
of  Christ's  testament. 

Secondly,  «  That  there  is  a  grand  design  laid  by 
God  from  eternity  for  the  saving  of  many  sinners, 
and  lor  procuring  to  them  remission  of  sins,  the 
fruit  of  the  ancient  counsel  of  the  blessed  and  glo- 
rious Trinity.  Xhrist  aims  in  all  his  ordinances,  to 
get  sinners  freed  from  the  £urse  due  to  them  for  sin, 
reconciled  justified,  sanctified..  This  is  laid  down  hf 
JEHOV  AH,  as  the  basis  and  foundation,  whereof 
he  hath  reared  up  a  magnificent  and  glorious  super- 
strucure  of  the  riches  01  his  most  sovereignly  free 
grace,  for  making  it  te  shine  forth  throughout  all 
ares. 


Thirdly,  <  There  is  a  covenant  well  ordered,  suit- 
ed and  fitted  to  promote  this  great  and  glorious  design 
of  saving  sinners:'  A  covenant  so  contrived,  as  it 
may  well  suit  the  saving  of  sinners,  and  prdcure  unto 
them  the  remission  of  sins.  There  is  a  transaction 
betwixt  God  and  the  Mediator  ;  a  Surety  to  satisfy 
justice  for  all  their  sins :  And  this  is  one  article  of  the 
covenant,  that  the  Mediator  should  undertake  thy 
debt,  O  believer,  and  satisfy  for  it:  "  He  was  (saith 
Isaiah,  ChaA-  liii.)  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
bruised  for  our  iniquities;  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  on  him,  and  by  his  stripes  we  are  heal- 
ed'" 

Fourthly,  «  That  according  to  this  covenant  and 
transaction,  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  hath  really,  ac- 
tually and  fuiiy  satisfied  for  the  sins  of  believers, 
according  to  his  undertaking:'  So  that,  as  in  the 
counsel  of  God,  that  great  trust  was  put  on  him  and 
he  undertook  the  work  of  sinners'  redemption ;  so, 
now  it  is,  'Father,  1  have  finished  the  work  which 
thou  gavest  me  to  do:'  The  covenant  is  exactly  ful- 
filled, all  that  was  committed  to  me  is  now  fully  per- 
formed :  Hence  it  was  his  last  words  on  the  cross^ 
«  It  is  finished.* 

Fifthly,  'That  by  the  application  of  the  blood  of 
Jesus,  thro'  a  sinner's  closing  with  him  and  inter- 
esting himself  in  him,  he  may  and  doth  obtain  re- 
mission  of  sins,  and  partake  of  the  benefit  of  re- 
demption purchased  by  his  blood,  even  of  ail  the 
benefits  of  the  covenant.'  Therefore,  when  he  hath 
said,  '  This  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testament,  whick 
is  shed  for  the  remission  of  the  sms  of  many  ;'  he  turnt 
over  the  words  to  them,  and  tell*  them,  that,  "  th«y 
shall  drink  the  fruit  of  this  vine  new  with  him  in  his 
Father* s  kingdom."  As  it  was  made  sure,  that  Adam 
was  to  have  life,  on  the  condition  of  perfect  obedience; 
so  it  is  as  sura  to  a  sinner,  taking  with  his  sin,  and- 
betaking  himself  to  Christ,  that  he  shall  have  pardon 
of  sin,  and  all  the  benefits  of  this  covenant. 

Sixthly,  *  As  our.  blessed  Lord.  Jeaus  Christ  hatb 
purchased  this  redemption  aad  remission,  so  he  fa 


swost  pressing,  that  sinners,  to  whom  the  gospel  is 
offered,  should  make  use  of  his  righteousness,  that 
they  may  have  eternal  life,  For,  not  only  is  the  se- 
curity good,  sufficient  and  sure  in  itself,  the  testament 
being  confirmed :  but  he  is  pasionately  desirous  that 
sinners  should  endeavour  on  good  ground  to  be  sure 
of  it  in  themselves ;  therefore  he  kindly  puts  in  a  le* 
gacy*  makes  serious  o3V  of  it,  and  strongly  confirms 
it  to  all  that  embrace  it. 

Seventh  ly,  '  Tis  to  testify  this  his  willingness  that 
sinners  should  make  use  of  his  purchase,  and  lay  hold 
on  his  righteousness,  on  remission  of  sins  and  life  thro' 
him,  and  to  promote  the  acceptance  thereof  among 
sinners,  that  he.  hath,  instituted  this  ordinance  of  the 
Communion  V  *  Take  ye,  eat  ye,'  &c.  For  this  is 
the  end  of  the  iastitution  of  ibis  sacrament,  to  be  a 
seal  of  condonation  to  many,  of  the  remission  of  sins, 
thro'  my  blood  :  This  was  my  design  in  laying  down 
my  life,  to  get  many  sinners  pardoned  ;  and  this  is  the 
end  of  the  inst  tutlon  of  this  precious  ordinance  of  my 
Supper,  to  apply  it  to  them,  and  to  confirm  them  in 
the  faith  of  it. 

Eighthly,  *  They  who  would  partake  aright  of 
this  Sacrament  for  their  confirma* ion  as  to  the  par-- 
don  of  their  sins,  and  their  sharing  in  the  rest  of 
the  benefits  of  Christ's  purchase, -  would  first  close 
with  Christ  in  the  covenant,  and  mike  that  the  way 
of  their  making  u  e  of  this  sacrament,  to  confirm 
the  bargain  Therefore  is  it  called  4  The  cup  of  the 
new  covenant  in  his  blood.'  This  is  the  sine  quo 
li  on,  even  closing  with  Christ  in  a  covenant  ;  else  the- 
sacrament  an  do  no  good  i  It  is  the  great  thing  that 
admits  sinners  to  have  right  and  access  to  Chrises 
purchasQ. 

Ninthly,  «  They  who  have  the  offer  of  the  gospel, 
and  are  admitted  to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  sup. 
per,  would  be  so  present,  serious,  and  every  way 
in  a  posture  suitable  to  that  action,  as  if  they  were 
never  to  have  offer  or  occasion  of  another  Commun* 
ion.  As  the  Lord  saith  to  Elijah  the  prophet, 
*  Arise,  ea:;  for  thou  hast  a  long  journey  to  go  :>  so 


sai^h  the  Lord  to  the  disciples,  and  In  thetoi  to  usa 
«  Henceforth  I  will  drink  no  more  of  the  fruit  «of  th<- 
vine*  till  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  the  kingdoh'  nf£ 
my  Father  :"  Ye  will  get  no  more  ComJhuniq<!\3  with 
me  here,  and  therefore  improve. it  well,  that  ye  may 
be  ready  to  meet  with  the  trials  that  ire  coming. 

Tenthly,  «  Sinners,  who  receive  Jesus  Christ  on 
the  terms  he  is  offered  in  the  gospel,  and  take  the  sa- 
crament for  a  confirmation  of  their  interest  in  hit  a 
and  in  his  purchase,  tho'  they  should  never  have  an- 
other Communion  in  this  world,  may  confidently  ex- 
pect a  joyful  one  in  him/  I  tell  you  (saiih  be)  for 
your  cclisolatiop^  Tho'  I  drink  no  more  of  the  fruit 
of  the  vine  with  you  here,  yet  the  time  cometh>  when 
ye  and  I  shall  drink  it  new  in  the  kingdom  of  my 
Father.' 

.  Eleventhly,  '  Honest  communicants,  sensible  of 
sim  and  content  to  take  Christ  on  his  own  terms,  are 
called  to  be  cheerful  in  the  lively  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  heaven  ?■  And  a  believer,  tho'  a  sinner,  that 
takes  this  way,  should  take  his  communion  as  a  pledge* 
confirming  him  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  having  an 
eternal  com rmm ion  with  Christ  in  glory. 

In  these  we  have  ahhltcf  the  treasure  that  believ- 
ers have  in  Christ  v  and  from  them  mzy  gather  what 
a  full  covenant,  ye  have  who  have  really  closed  with 
him  :  Ye  have  a  more  liberal  and  richly  bountiful 
Mediator,  who  hath  put  all  these  great  things  a  - -J 
many  more  in  his  testament  to  sinners,  offered  to  tkk£i 
in  the  gospel,  and  sealed  in  the  sacrament  cf  his  sup- 
^er,  to  all  them  that  take  him,  and  rest  satistied  with 
him* 

I  And  therefore,  to  come,  in  particular  Application, 
to  the  use  of  ail :  There  is  here  good  and  large  ground 
to  speak  a  little  to  these  Three.  1.  To  bring  forth  to 
you  the  good  news  of  salvation  thro'  Christ.  2  To 
exhort  you  to  embrace  them  with  gladness  of  heart. 
To  comfort  sinners,  that  have  betaken  themselves 
to  Christ,  in  the  abundant  consolation  of  this  cove, 
nant,  and  in  the  administration  of  it,  and  in  the  MedU 
ator  the  great  Subject  and  Substance  of  it*    And  see- 
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iag  it  JR»ay  be  well  said  here,  "  Who  k  zikt&ckfit  for 
these  living*  ?"  ye  would  have  *n  eye  to -him,  who-cah 
ifeiake  UK^gospel  te  savour 'sweetly,  and  -evfeh:  triumph 
flfte*  finance  is -bis  :  And  if  there  be  a&rcterst  veil, 
(any  sense  of  sin,  and  desire  k>f  com^minion  with'  hilt! 
in  heaven  hereafter :  Look,  O  Wok  up  to  wr#8  and 
beseech  him  to  breathe  on  'his  own  ordinance,  and  to 
-back 'this  word  with  life  and- power 

The  First  Use  then  serves  -  to-  bring  f*rth  to  you 
this  day  the  good  news  of  salvation' thro*  Jesus  Christ. 

0  sinners,  by  this  gospel  and  testament  of  Christ,  and 
by  the  administration  of  this Ordinance  we  have  good 
to  tell  you  «'  This  is  the  new  testament  in  kis  blood, 
which  is  shed  for  the  remission  of  the  sin 3  of  many," 

1  shall -endeavour  to  hold  forth  to  you  the  goodness 
and  gladness  of  these  tidings,  in  these  Three. 
And  would  to  God  we  had  sensible  sinners  to  believe 
receive  and  welcome  tbern  !  1.  That  there  is  a  good 
bargain  thro*  Christ  to  be  gotten  by  sinners  2.  That 
sinners,  by  accepting  of  Christ-,  have  Sufficient  war* 
rant  and  good  security  for  applying  16  themselves 
and  making  use  of  this  good  bargain.  3.  That  Christ 
is  most  willing  and  desirous  that  sinners  should  (  lose 
with  his  bargain,  and  make  use  of  him  artd*©f  his 
righteousness  for  attaining  the  pa:  don  of  mm  and  for 
ranking  themselves  happy  everlastingly* 

For  the  Fust:  Sinners,  here  is  a  good  bargain  to 
you  thro'  Christ  glad  tidings  of  great  happiness. 
*  Fear  not  (saith  the  angel  to  the  shepherds,  Luke  it. 
10.  11.)  behold  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joyj 
which  shall  be  to  all  people  ;  for  unto  you  is  bom  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ 
the  Lord:"  Behold,  to  us  bath  died  a  Saviour,  and 
be  hath  made  his  testament  and  hath  left  a  most  nm~ 
pie,  rich,  comfortable  and  blessed  legacy  ;  Which 
be  clear,  if  ye  consider,  3U  The  real  worth  of  it :  h 
there  any  thing  a  sianer  can  stand  in  need  of,  but  :tls 
here  j  or  any  ill  that  a  smner  can  be  under,  but  there 
is  here  a  remedy  for  it  ?  is  it  tbe  sense  of  sin,  fear  of 
justice  >  Here  are  glad  tidings,  "  Remission  of  sins 
by  the  blood  of  Christ     We  tell  you,  sifters,  there 


is  a  Saviour  whose  life  hath  gone  for  sin*  and  there 
is  a  f  ree  absolution  to  be  had,  by  v/rtue  cf  his  blood, 
to  all  who  lay  hold  on  it.  2.  Ye  have  the  covenant  to 
make  it  sure,  and  *«  remission  of  sins,"  is  particularly 
mentioned  in  it  for  your  satisfaction :  Nay  look  what- 
ever further  is  in  the  covenant  and  ye  have  it  alstf 
upon  your  closing  with  Christ:  *  According  to  his 
divine  power  he  hath  (saith  the  apostle,  2  Pet.  1.  3.) 
given  unto  us  all  things  that  pertain  to  life  and  god- 
liness:' And,  ven  4*.  «  Exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises  are  given  us/  promises  of  justification 
and  sanctification.  Ezek-  xxxvs.  « I  will  sprinkle  clean 
water  upon  you,  and  wash  you  from  all  your  un clear- 
ness, and  from  all  your  idols  Will  I  cleanse  you,  and 
will  cause  ycu  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  do  them. 
There  are  promises  of  subduing  of  the  body  of  death, 
of  circumcising  the  heart,  of  causing  to  love  God,  of 
putting  his  fear  in  the  heart,  ef  healing  backsli'dings. 
These  and  many  more  are  articles  of  this  testalnentj 
which,  as  they  are  very  comforting,  so  are  they  very- 
frequent  and  abundant  in  the  covenant,  This  word 
of  .God  is,  as  it  were,  the  Index  and  Catalogue  of  them; 
and,  in  effect,  there  is  not  a  promise  in  the  word  of 
God,  but  it  is  here.  3.  There  is  yet  something  more: 
and  that  is,  the  Promiser  himself  is  left  in  legacy,- 
which  no  other  testator  doth.  This  is  my  body  ( saith 
he)  that  was  broken  for  you  :  Open  your  mouth  wide, 
and  I  will  fill  it:  I  will  be  thy  God.  That  is  the 
comprehensive  article  of  the  covenant,  and  the  great 
gift,  the  Gift  of  gifts  ;  and  we  may  very  safely  say, 
that,  as  «  Fie  could  not  swear  by  a  greyer  than  him- 
self/ so  he  could  not  give  a  greater  gift  than  himself. 
Would  to  God  there  were  suitable  apprehensions  of 
this  Gift;  and  that  He,  ( in  whom  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  dwells  bodily/  were  cordially  closed  v/itta 
by  faith  !  Thai's  a  great  word,  which  we  have,  Rev. 
xx.  7*  4  He  that  overcomeih  shall  inherit  all  things -;* 
And  how  is  it  performed  and  fulfilled  I  *  I  will  be  his 
God:?  this  is  all,  and  without  this  there  is  nothing* 
4.  Having  this  Gift,  is  vhexe  any  thing  that  can  be 
added i  the  text  says,  Heaven  j  Not  that  Ktavien  it. 
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sr.sre  thaa  Qhtiki  but  iKis  is  it,  that  Christ  enjoyed 
in  heaven,  h  moth  ihati  Christ  enjoyed  here  on  earth 
« I  will  drink  it  new  with  you  (sai&h  he)  in  my  Father's 
kingdom.'  The  floodgates  are  there  {as  it  were) 
opened  ;  and  the  heart  enlarged  to  let  in  the  fulness 
of  God.  to  the  filling  of  the  glorified  believer  ;  there- 
fore i?  com  amnion  with  Christ  said  to  be  new  in 
heaven.  We  m  y  have  Christ  here,,  and  believers 
have  him  ;  but  this  is  an  addition,  when  we  have  our 
ilusband  not  only  in  right,  but  have  access  intimate- 
ly to  converse  with  him,  when  '  the  Queen  shall  be 
brought  unto  the  King  in  ra;mer?^  of  needle- work  and 
uken  into  the  King's  palace  with  gladness  and  with 
joy,  and  the  virgins  her  companions  with  her  when 
there  shall  be  a  putting  of  unbelief  to  shame*  and  a 
completing  of  believers  satisfaction  i  The4  eye  of  re- 
lievers never  saw,  their  ear  never  heard,  neither  were 
they  ey?r  able  to  conceive  the  thousandth  part  of  these 
abundant  consolations  and  heart  i  wshing  joys,  that 
shall  flow  from  the  presence  or  the  Lamb  and  of  him 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  when  there  >hall  be  no  in- 
tervening ordinances  nor  temple  in  that  higher  house, 
but  4  the  Lamb  shall  be  the  light  thereof  and  yet 
all  this  is  offered  to  sinners,  and  put  in  Christ's  testa- 
ment to  them,  to  the  end  it  may  be  made  sure.  And* 
lastly.  As  all  these  other  things  do  concur,  to  make 
out  the  -excellency  of  the  bargain;  so  doth  this  in 
a. special  manner,  that  the  price  is  paid,  that  they  may 
come  arid  *ake  all  without  money  and  without  price* 
Secondlx*  strengthening  the  consolation,  ye 
would  consider,  that  the  believer  who  receives  Christ 
as' he  13  offered  in  the  gospel,  tho'  he  be  a  sinner,  yet 
be  hath  a: -most  .excellent  right  anto  all  these  good 
things  that  our  dying  Lord  Jesus  hath  comprehend- 
ed in  his  testament.  Believing  sinners,  what  securi. 
ty  would  ye  have  ?  Ye  have  Christ's  word,  *  I  say 
iinto  you,'  &c.  Ye  have  Christ's  covenant  and  testa* 
jnent,  4  This  is  the  cup  of  the  new  testament  in  my 
Blood  and  now  the  testament  is  continued  wnd  seal- 
ed, so  that  neither  man  nor  angel  can  annu)  nor  ah>.  r 
ft,    Our  Lerd's  testament  being  ^?a}ed,  a  sisnur;  who 


takes  with  his  sin,  disclaims  his  own  righteousness, 
and  betakes  himseif  to  Christ's  righteou- s  for 
h\$  justification  before  God,    As  'tis  sure,  that.  Christ 
suffered  .and  instituted  this  sacrament  for  hh  confitv 
niatien  in  the  faith  of  it ;  the  accepting  of  Christ  ,  the 
submitting  to  hh  righteousness,  the  yielding  to  the 
covenant,  and  closing  with  him  on  his  own  terms, 
gives  him  a  right  to  heaven  and  all  the_  riches  con- 
tained in  his  lestament.    To  make  out  this  as,  beinef 
the  very  tiring  of  the  comfortable  application  of  zi\ 
that  hath  been  said,  and  of  what  we  are  further  to 
say;    I  shall  offer  these  Four  ground.,;    The  First 
whereof  is,  some  clear  scriptures,  that  hold  forth  so 
much,  viz,  That  as  really  they  f\ysd{  have  life,  who 
take  Christ  and  his  offer,  and  close  with  him  ;  as  he. 
really  suffered  and  satisfied  the  justice  of  God  for 
their  sins.    The  tirst  of  these  scriptures  is,  Heh.  vii. 
2  k  *  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  utter? 
most  that  come.umo  God  by  himS    He  is  an  able 
Saviour,  able  to  the  uttermost :  and  there  n  not  point 
of  latitude,  longitude  or  altitude  beyond  the  utter- 
most,   He  is  able  to  save  them  all;  and  what  all? 
All  that  will  come  and  make  use  of  him,  .and  give 
feim  the  credit  of  his  offices  ;  all  that  will  4  erne  un- 
to God  by  him/    A  second  is,  Rom   v.  20.  wnere 
the  Apostle  out-reasons. sin,  for  holding  for! h  u.e  tri- 
umph of  free  grace     Where,  si  a  abounded  (sauh  he) 
grace  d»d  much  more  a b mind  ;  that  as  sin  hath  reign- 
ed unto  death,  even  so  might  ^race  reign  through 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life  by  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,    TV/  we  wrnki  endeavour  to  our  utmost  to" 
unfold  these  words,  we  would  not  unfold  ail  that  is 
infolded  m  them  :  Did  si.n  make  sinners  liable  to  death, 
and  triumph  over  them  ?  So  grace  hath  erected  a 
thronCr  by  Christ's  righteousness,  not  by  inherent 
holiness,  and  hath  triumphed  over  sin*    The  way  how 
grace  gives  out  its  orders,  and  obtains  its  end,  is  not 
by  our  righteousness,  but  r>v  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  thro'  faith  in  him.     Vie.  pi kd ,  S.cripr? or,e  is, 
Acts  xhi  38     Be  k  known  unto  >;>  n«  timers  foi:e,  men 
..and  brethren,  that  through  this.  Man  i.;  p:^csed'un» 


to  yon  the  iforgiveness  of  sins \f  and  ver.  26.  *  rt0|  c< 
you  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent/  O  glad  tid-  $| 
ings  to  the  greatest  sinners !  *  Through  the  Man  |ri 
Christ  is  preached  to  you  remission  of  sins ;  and  C 
all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things  from  which  * 
ye  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses.'   What  (j 
are  ye  owing  ?  or,  what  can  the  law,  justice,  or  Satan  o 
claim  ?  Ye  are  justified  from  all  these  things.    And  j 
when  he  speaks  thus  xo  despisers  with  a  *  Be  it  known  1  i 
unto  you,'  that  the  offer  is  made  to  them,  we  may"  s 
on  good  ground  turn  it  over  to  you.,  and  say,.  1  Be  it 
known  unto  you,  that  through  Christ  Jesus  ye  may 
have  remission  of  sins,  and  be  justified  from  all  things 
from  which  ye  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of 
Moses,'  according  to  the  terms  of  the  covenant. 
<  Consider,  that  the  gre^t  design  which  the  Lord  drives 
in  the  business  of  redemption,  and  publishing  of  it  in 
the  gospel,  is,  that  remission  of  sins  and  life  rn&y  be 
sure  to  lost  sinners  that  come  to  Christ :  Why,  I  pray, 
was  tile  covenant  made  ?  was  it  not  fci  this  end  ?  as 
it  is,  Heb.  viii.  '  This  is  my  covenant,  (saith  the 
Lord)  that  t  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel,  I 
will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteousness,  and  their 
Urns  and  iniquities  will  [  remember  no  more.'  No 
more  i  0  sweet  sound  !  What  is  the  design  of  the 
Mediator  in  his  suffering?  Is  it  not  this  ?  So,  John  xv 
10.  *  I  am  come,  that  they  might  have  life,  and  have 
it  more  abundantly  :'  and  John  xvii>  4  For  their  sakes  j 
I  sanctify  my  self,  that  they  also  may  be  sanctified I 
and  here,  « the  new  covenant  in  his  blood  is  for  the 
remission  of  die  sins  of  many  ;*  And  it  is  impossible 
that  it  can  fail.  Sdly.  Consider  the  contrivance  of  the 
covenant,  and  ye  will  see  that  heaven  and  earth  shall  j 
sooner  fail,  than  one  title  of  this  sworn  and  confirmed 
covenant :   It  cannot  fail  on  the  Mediator's  side,  for 
he  hath  paid  the  price  already  j  neither  can  it  fail  on 
JEHOVA  H's  side,  he  will  not  fail  to  make -applica- 
tion of  grace  to  singers,  nor'be  unfaithful  to  the  faith- 
ful Mediator :  And  since,  upon  the  one  side,  justice 
bad  access  to  exact  of  Christ  the  full  price,  by  vir- 
tue  ©f  the  covenant  of  redemption,  will  not  the  same 
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covenant,  on  the  other  side,  make  it  out  that  grace 
shall' have  as  good  access  to  pardon  the  sinner,  for 
whom  he  undertook  ?  i  For  he  (saith  the  apostle,  2 
Cor.  v)  was  made  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him. 
If  the  covenant  hath  had  the  designed  effect  in  and 
on  the*  Mediator,  as  to  his  fulfilling  all  that  was  un- 
dertaken by  htm  therein  ;  shall  not  the  promises  made 
to  hi  to,  as  namely  these,  Isa.  ii'ii.  10,  11.  *  He  shall 
see  his  seed,  The  pleasure  cf  the  Lord  shall  prosper 
in  his  hand.  By  his  knowledge  jfnall  my  righteous 
Servant  justify  many/  take  effect  and  be  fulfilled  ? 
Doubtless  they  will  most  certainly  and  infrustrahly. 
4lhly,  Consider  the  great  experience  which  the  samts 
have  had  of  the  truth  of  this  rn  all  ages  ;   Are  there 
any  this  day  before  the  throne,  biit  are  witnesses  of 
this  truth,  that  closing  with  Christ  hath  good  secur- 
ity for  eternal  life  ?  There  shall  never  be  one  who 
shall  have  it  to  'say,  I  trusted  to  this  security,  and  it 
failed  me;    And  hereupon  riseth  the  sweet  song, 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  giory,  and 
blessiru?/  Rev   y.  12.    Nay,  even  thosfe  in  the  pit 
skallbear  witness  to  this  truth  ;  for  (saiih  the  apostle, 
3  Cor,  it:.  fSf)  4  We  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savour  iu 
them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  chat  perish  ;  to  the 
one  we  are  the  savour  of  death  unto  death  ;  and  to 
the  other*  the  savour  of  life  uato  life.'  And  in  the 
preceeding  words  be  saith  *  Thanks  be  to  God,  which 
always  cause  th  Us  to  triumph  in  Christ,'  He  maketh 
the  triumph  of  the  faithful  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
some  way,  to  be  in  them  that  are  damned,  by  his 
taking  vengeance  on  'them,  for  despising  his  grace 
offered;  and  they  t>at  ate  made  to  see,  that  it  was 
a  .sure  bargain  to  them  ^iat  thio*  grace  embraced  it. 
And  if  this  be  so  good  a  bargain  to  them  that  em- 
brace  it*  what  are  we  seeking  but  that  this  go<;d  bar- 
gain  may  be  taken  ho!*»-orM  as  il  is  proposed  ?  Alter 
not  the  teryns  of  it ;  for  tho' ..we  had  ?hem  at  our  own 
contriving,  we  could  never  contrive  them  ,so  well, 
Seeing  it  is  the  great  design  of  the  gospel  to  have  sin- 


nets  closing  with  Christ  on  his  own  terms*    O  do.  not  jif 

frustrate- the  grace  of  God.  jdi 
Thirdly,  Ye  would  consider,  that  it  is  our  Lord's  it 
delight  that  sinners  should  rest  on  his  righteousness,  tai 
for  leaking  themselves  eternally  happy.  We  are  not  tin 
f  peaking  of  such  a  happiness  and  security,  that  the  H 
Lord  will  be  angry  at  you  if  ye  take  hold  of  it;  but  A 
of  a  happiness  and  security  that  he  is  seriously  will*  it 
inpf  ye  should  receive,    ,0  sensible  sinners,  do„ye  in.  i 
deed  believe  this,  when  we  preach  to  you,  that  our  s; 
Lord  Je.su-:  is  as  desirous  to  have  you  saved,  as  ye  t 
are,;  a  il  ,l.)a^  his  righteousness  be  closed  with,  as  ye 
are  to  have  it?   Chen,  as  ye  would  do  him  a  pleasure, 
take  what  he  offers  ;  not  only  the  sacrament,  but  him- 
self in  it,  for  your  Lord.    And,  that  ye  may  not  halt 
to  do  so  ;  consider,  that  there  is  only  a  warrant  to 
come,  but  that  there  is  a  warrant  given  you,  vour 
hearing  of  the  gospel,  and  quitting  of  your  own  ngftt- 
eousne^j,  to  receive  Christ  and  his  righteousness. 
And  indeed  we  know  not  a  truth  of  the  gospel  that 
hath  more  confirmations  than  this.    That  Christ  the 
Mediator  is  very  willing  and  desirous  thift  sinners  get  1 
the  good  of  his  purchase..    For  the  making,  out  or 
which,  take  these  following  considerations  ;•  (  I.) 
Whatds  the  great. design  'T  the  covenant,  bur  this  ? 
as  we  have  it,  ha.  Ixi.  1  %  3,r    Wherein- all, the  three 
p-rsous  of  the  blessed  Trinity  concur,  as  is  clear,  ver.-l.  I 
.    Consider,  (2.)  All  his  offices, -Wis  Name  is  JESUS.  { 
He  is  King,  Pi iest  and  Prophet,  for  this  end.  .  And 
what  sanh  preaching  and  correspondent  prayer,  John 
xvii   *  Father,  I  will,  that  they  whom  thou  hast  giv- 
en me,  be  mih  me/  hut  that  he  would  fain  have 
then  there  ;   And  what  shall  I  say  ?  is  there  any 
pr  •  i  of  it  that  can  be  given  beyond  his  death  ?  1 1 
1$  y  .do  v  n  my  life  ( saith  he  );  for  my  sheep     The  sal- 
Itairon  of  lost  elect  sinners  went  very  near  his  heart ; 
therefore  when  none  in  heaven  nor  qu  earth  can  help, 
then  s -3  to  he,  ?  Lo,  I  come,  to  do  thy  wil),  O  my  God<* 
(.>.)  Consider,  with  what  pleasure  he  we*it; about  the 
/work  o£  redemption  ;  as  k  very  clear  in  40th  Psalm, 
-And,  whenhe  is  come,  bv  saith,  John  iv/34.  Jjlt  is  my 


meat,  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  and  to  fin- 
ish his  work  Even  to  lay  down  his  life  ;  to  gather 
the  lost  bheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.  *  For  this  cause 
eame  I  into  this  world.'  (4<  )  Consider  the  end  of  all 
the  ordinances  ;  What  saith  the  word,  1  Through  this 
Man  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins?' 
And  what  saith  the  Sacrament,  « This  is  the  new  co- 
venant in  my  blood  for  the  remission  of  the  sins  of- 
many?'  And  can  we  think-on  the  end  of  these  ordi- 
nances, but  we  must  also  think  on  Christ's  willingness; 
that  sinners  should  make  applidatig^qif  him  and  of 
his  purchase?  (5  )  Consider  furthe^how  he  esteems 
a  sinner's  corning  to  him  :  4  There  is  joy  in  heaven' 
at  the  conversion  of  a  sinner.  It  is  satisfaction  to, 
him  for  all  the  travail  of  his  soul,  to  see  sinners  com- 
ing and  getting  good  of  him,  (6.)  Consider,  how 
angrf  our  Lord  is,  when  sinners  will  not  make  use  of 
him;  'tis  accounted  an  affronting  of  him,  even  a 
•treading  of  the  blood  of  the  covenant  under  foot,  and 
an  accounting  of  it  to  be  an  unholy  thing,'  a  sort  and 
degree  of  ! doing  despite  to  Cne  Spirit  of  grace :'  He 
who  could  look  sometimes  on  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
nc;t  shed  a  tear,,  yet  when  he  came  to  Jerusalem, 
^w-ept  ovtr  ft.'  fknd,  upon  the  other  hand,  O  what 
complacency  bath  he  in  ,a  sinner's  .coming  horns  to 
him.,  (7;-)'  £oh -\der  his  exceeding  gre t.t  forbearance 
toward  sinners  while  theyr&te  arraying, •  aod  his  ex- 
ceeding -hearty  welcoming-  of  them  when  they  return* 
Doth  he  not  spare'  even  she.,  vjt«&aels  pi  wrath  fitted  to 
destruction/  and. doth  he  not  only  s:ofvt  his  o wn,  but 
pity  them  as  a  father;  piji.eth  h'u  :xh'ii,~-ren  r  And  that 
wonderful  welcome -of  .t;;e  iau;Cr -fo  his.  produ;ai  son, 
is  nothing  to  Christ's  wel c o m  in'f*no.f --a  repenting  ?sirl- 
ner»-  Believe  u,oO  believe  ir7  'our -Lord  Jvou.s  i-s  glad 
at  a  sin n er's  orn i ng-  h orne..  (8.  j  G on s i ck r,  h o  v  p a s v 
«ur  Lord  is  to  be  pleased  won  any  holiest  essay  that 
is  made  of  ire  turning  to  him  i  He  is  so  very -willing  ( 
•that  he  will  take  a  sincere  resolution  3s  eo©fes$i  lor 
the  confession  of  sin  ;  1  said  if  he  had;  proposed  the 
offer  of  life  on  such  terms  as  would  have  we<ro 
all  our  days,  we  ought  to  hs*e  judged  bom  wUhng 
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that  we  should  partake  of  it,  Bat  when  It  is  any  faitfcy 
how  weak  soever  that  he  graciously  excepts;  how  ^ 
doth  it  set  forth  his  great  willingness  ?  4  O  Wonder.'  Jl 
ful  stooping  !  doth  not  this  declare  and  manifesthr  1 
preach  the  exceeding  great  willingness  that  our  Lord  11 
hath  to  apply  his  purchase  to  sinners  ?  (9.)  Consider  * 
the*  persons  on  whom  he  confers  th&oBitf  '  f  is  4  the  ^ 
poor,  the  blind,  the  maimed,  the  halt,  the  lame/  8tc.  " 
And  are  there  any  that  can  say,  they  are  worse  ?  If  |e 
thou  say,  I  can  do  nothing,  I  ani  maimed  and  can-  2 
riot  edrhe  j  the  gft&pel  bids  call  the  cripple.  If  thou  J 
he  a  confused  bbi$y*  and  wot'st  not  what  to  do,  it  bid's"  I 
call  the  blind.  If  thou  be  poor,  blind,  miserable,  I 
Wretched,  and  naked,  and  yet  having  fancied  that  ' 
thou  wast  rich,  thou  art  not  excluded  for  all  that,  lc 
And,  if  these  be  invited,  vho  can  exempt  or  exclude  I 
themselves  from  the  bargain  ?  Do  not  these  things  0 
demonstrate  his  willingness,  when  there  is  not  a  sin-  f 
ner  that  is  either  poor*  proud,  vain,  hypocritical,  &c*  1 
tout  he  is  included  in  the  call  of  the  gospel?  (10.)  1 
Consider  his  urgency  bearing  home  the  offer  *  G  how  I 
long-suffering  is  he  [  *  Fis  not  an  ambassags  that's  I 
broken  up  if  it  be  not  presently  closed  with  but,  'All  I 
the  day  have  I  stretched  out  my  hands  to  a  gain-say-  I 
mg  people,'  Isa.  IxvV  «  Come  to  the  wedding,- believe,  Is 
man  and  woman,  and  be  saved:'  And  what  is  all  1 
this  to  tht1  bowels  of  mercy,  grace,  and  that  are  in  1 
fcim  ?  God  is  love/  (sgith  Job©)  as  if  he  were  notru 
mg  else  but  love;  Angels  caanot  conceive  it;  your  il 
hear  ts  cannot  reach.  Sure  there  is  much,  wonder-  f 
fully  much  ground  here  to  lay  it  for  an  undoubted  1 
typuth,  that  our  .Lord  Jei>us  is  exceedingly  desirous  of;  1 
the  salvation  of  shiners.  1 
"The  second  Use  is  of  Exhortation  ;  And  Vvre  may  1 
at  first  blush  to  see  whether  it  runs,  even  to  stir  us;  i 1 
up  to  accept  of,  and  embrace  these  good  news  with  j ' 
glad  hearts.  Is  there  here  a  sure  way  through  faith 
to  make  use  of  it  r  and  is  Christ  so  wiliirig  to  com*  ! 
munica;e  it  r  Is  it  not  a  pity  to  rn^sit  ?  If  we  sought  ' 
.creat  things  from  you  to  -please  him,  would  you  not  ! 
judge  yourselves  obliged  to  grant  them?  But  whek 


19 


he  saith,  Give  me  your  souls  to  be  saved,  and  I  feh'all 
account  that  satisfaction  to  me  for  all  the  travail  of 
my  soul ;  O  how  unspeakably  great  is  your  obliga- 
tion, to  grant  so  loving  a  request  ?  '  Men  and  Brethren, 
what  shall  we  do  and  there  would  have  been  a 
mighty  great  scaring  and  trembling  to  draw  near ; 
But  when  it  is  not  to  the  4  mount  that  cannot  be  touch- 
ed,' not  to  Moses  that  we  are  called  to  corhe,  but  to 
ay Saviour,  whom  ye  cannot  please  better  than  (nay 
inbt  at  all,  but)  by  receiving  ofhinv  and  whom  in 
some  respect  ye  cannot  displease  ac  all,  if  ye  receive 
him  ;  let  me  beseech  and  obtest  you,  as  ye  would  not 
be  found  guilty  of  treading  this  blood  of  the  cove- 
nant under  foot,  and  as  ye  would  net  for  ever  de- 
bar yourselves  from  remission  of  sins  with  him,  make 
Use,  O  make 'use  of  this  propitiation  for  sin,  and  for 
procuring  your  pardon  snd  peace.  Would  to  God, 
this  were  the  fruit  of  such  a  day's  work !  for  rndeeci 
'tis  our  great  work,  and  the  very  ? cope  of  all  our 
preaching;  And,  behold,  I -proclaim  to  you,  that 
remission  of  sins  is  to  be  had  thro'  his  blood,  and 
that  there  shall  not  be  any  upbraiding  of  you,  foor 
casting  up  of /bygoi^s,  if  ye  will  indeed  receive  him, 
and  close  with  him,v  on  his  own  sweet,  easy  and  very 
reasonable  terms  ;  O'  then  sit  not  this  urgent  call,  and 
the  day  of  your  merciful  visitation. 

And,  to  press  this  Exhortation  a  little,  Consider, 
that  grace  huth  a  throne  and  shall  triumph  in  this 
gospel,  either  in  your  gaining,  or  in  being  avenged 
upon  you  for  your  despising  of  its  richest  and  freest 
offers.  Let  us,  1  pray,  reason  the  matter  with  you  a 
little  ?  And,  1,  Are  there  not  signers  here  ?  There  is 
not  a  design  in  this  gospet  to  save  any  Others  but  sin- 
ners;  and,  if  so,  4  to  you  is  this  salvation  sent/  -who 
by  nature  are  sinners,  enemies,  and  at  feud  with  God: 
The  doctrine  %fthis  gospel  cat  r  es  in  its  b- son]  re- 
mission of  sins.  Would  to  God  ye  were  suitably  af- 
fected with  sin,  that  ye  might  be  in  somt  capacity  to 
receive  it.  2.  Tell  mej  what  is  it  that  ye  wbuM  be 
at  ?  Is  it  remission  of  sins  ?  Would  ye  have  the  e#re« 
ftant  and  promts^?  here  they  are  :  is  it  Christ  him- 
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self  that  ye  would  have,  because  ye "dare  not  trust 
to  a  promise  without  a  Cautioner?  here  he  is,;  Or 
would  ye  have  heaven,  and  he, eternally  happy  ?  'tis 
also  here     Consider  then,  I  beseech  you,  what  is  'in 
your,  .offer :  Dare  yon  say,  that  the  security  is  not 
Valid,  good  and  sufficient?  And,  if  ye  should,  there 
are  many  witnesses,  in  heaven  against  you.  This 
bargain,  therefore  and  its  security  must  be  received* 
or  else  woe  unto  you  for  e\^er.    This  word  which 
we  now  preach  shall  bear  witness  against  yon, 
%   Ye  are  to  communicate  to-day,  and  is  there 
not  a  necessity  that  ye  close  this  bargain?  If  ye 
be  to  communicate,  will  ye  take  the  bread  and 
wine*  and  slight  Christ?  If  so,  ye  will  eat  and  drink 
your  own  damnation.    Would  you  have  the  charac- 
ter of  a  right  communicant  ?  This  is  it,  that  yc  re- 
nounce your  own  >  and  trust  to  his  righteousness.  But,, 
4.  I, would  a  little  more  particularly  beseech  you  to 
consider,  that  ye  must  cither  give  Christ  a  welcome 
or  not,  a  yea  or  a  nay-say,  a  grant  or  a  denial;  for 
there  is  no  middle  :  It  will  either  be,  that  Christ  was 
at  such  a  time  made  offer  of,  and  his  people  would 
have  none  of  him  ;  or  that  the  heart  opened  as  the 
heart  of  Lydia  unto  the  Lord,  and  that  salvation 
came  io  the  souI?  as  it  did  unto  Zaccheus  house. 
Your  time  is  but  short  and  uncertain,  ye  know  not  if 
ye  shall  come  another  sabbath  to  hear.    There  are 
several  sorts  among  you.  that  keep  at  a  distance  irom 
Christ  \  bat  1  would  have  all  of  yon  say  Yea,  or  Nay. 
There  is-  here,  what  may  silence  and  satisfy  any  soul. 
Can  ye  say,  that  th*;re  is  any  heartier  call  and  invi- 
t-Uionv*  ■ "  " ,  i|  ; '  , 

Ye  will  it  may  be,  Object,  and  say  First,  I  would 
fain  come,  if  I  durst.  13 in  consider/!  pray  you,  that 
*nj  Christ  and  the  covenant,  and  grace  oa  the  throne 
that  call  you;  And  therefore  fea-r  and  tremble,  yet 
c<  me  ;  leas  and  bring  -  your  sins  xh%\\  yon  to  the 
fountain  to  be  wasjie^?  But  it  may  be,,  ye-- wall,  next, 
Object  and  say,  \  would  fain  .come,  but  I  cannot 
c  inic  For  Answer,  i.et  me  .ask  you,  Is  theiv  a  soul 
in  hell  .this  day,  that  can  say,  I  \v  >uld  fain  have 


come,  and  could  not  come  ?  That  whteh  we  seek  of 
you  is,  to  make  no  long,  tedious  or  toilsome  voyage, 
if  there  be  honesty  :  'Tis  only,  that  when  Chr«t  is 
come  to  you,  ye  will  be  willing  to  receive  him  ;  and, 
if  ye  thus  come,  ye  are  believers.    Do  not,  I  beseech 
you,  mistake,  in  thinking  (and  thereby  obstructing 
your  own  coming)  that  persons  must  first  be  believ- 
ers, and  then  come  to  Christ :  No  ;  but  first  ye  must4 
come  with  the  little  glimmering  that  ye  have,  and 
lame  as  ye  are,  and  it  wili  go  with  you  ;  his  chariot 
is  waiting  for  you  \  And  the  very  cripplest  of  you, 
that  cannot  come  of  yourselves  to  Christ,  if  ye  b« 
willing  to  close  with  him  on  his  own  terms,  he  shall 
come  to  you*    But  'tis  like,  some  will,  in, the  Third 
place,  Object  and  say,  Alas  1  I  am  very  indisposed 
to  come*    For  Answer,  I  shall  grant  it  may  be  in- 
deed true  ;  but  yet  consider  who  are  invited,  'lis 
the  'poor,  blind,  halt,  maimed,  wretched  and  miser- 
able ;s  O  what  unfhness  have  such  !  and  yet  none  of 
them  are  excepted  « gains c    I  would  have  none  to 
be  presumptuous  ard  vain?  but,  if  indeed  ye  would 
fain  come,  ye  cannot  come  so  indisposed,  as  the  bar- 
gain will  on  that  account  be  cast ;  It  will  not  be  the 
want  of  a  disposition  that  shail  cast  it,  else  the  crip- 
ple smd  bond,  and  lake  warm  L&odiceans  had  never 
been  invited.    Whether  is  a  sizable  disposition  of 
your  own  making,  or  of  Christ's  ?  Sure  *tk  of  his; 
and  can  ye  expect  ought  from  htm,  without  coming 
to  Inm,  or  believing  m  him  i  But,  Fourthly,  Some 
\  -will  -Object  ar.ii  say..  Alas  1  1  have  often  come,  and 
broken  away  ag  iin  ?  how  can  I  then  believe  that  I 
am  invited  f  For  Answer,  I  would  desne  to  consider 
whither  that  objection  tends,  even  to  question  the 
truth  )f  the  gospel;  Our  Lord  Jesus  saith,  4  He  came 
to  save  sinners  ;r  and  ye  say*  I  would  fain  know  if 
that  be  true  or  not  .  Ir  ye  be  poor,  blind,  nhserable, 
■  naked.       and  have  ne^d,  he  fconirnrincis  us  to  invite 
and  call  such?  and  'tis  the  way  of  unbelief  to  make 
them  -scar  at  Christ,  and  stand  farthest  aback  from 
him,  who  bare  most  need  to  draw  near  to  him  ;  If 
ye  .have  come  and  broken  afterward,  come  again  ; 


and,  where  a  knot  hath  not  holden,  cast  a  new  one.  j 
^ lit,  alas  i  there  is  a  sort  of  careless  atheists,  and  se»  c 
cure  hypocrites,  whom  this  gospel  strikes  ;  and  car- 
nal ivorldlingj,  who  have  no  serious  thoughts  of  what  j 
is  corning  ;  I  would  pose  such,  and  ask  you,  Care  ye  „ 
for  your  souls  ?  care  ye  for  remission  of  sins  ?  or  care  * 
ye  for  the  enjoying  of  God?  tf  ye  do,  then  sure,  it  y 
is  unspeakably  of  your  concernment  to  consider  and  ^ 
close  with  the  call  and  offer  of  the  gospel :  And 
if  there  be  a.tiy  of  you,  that  have  loved  your  idols,  2j 
and  after  them  will  go,  I  would  to  say  in  soberness  1£ 
to  it,    Will  ye  prefer  any  idol  to  Christ,  the  crea-  j 
Cure  to  the  Creator,  the  temporal  sinful  being  of  your  j, 
body  to  the  eternal  well-being  of  both  souil  and  body  1 
If  ye  wilL  then  be  sure,  that  this  conviction,  in  your  , 
judgment  and  conscience,  w»il  go  along  with  such  a  j 
cursed  resolution  that  Christ  and  heaven  were  the  ab-  | 
solutely.  best'  bargain. 

The  Third  Use  serves  to  Cheer  and  Solace  sinners,  | 
that  have  betaken  themselves  to  Christ.    0  all  ye  ; 
who  are  glad  to  hear  tell  of  such  a  Saviour,  and  whose, 
r    heart  is  even  now  content  to  take  him,  and  to  re- 
nounce all  idols  for  bis  sake  :  We  have,  1.  Remission,  i  . 
cf  sins,  not  only  to  offer,  but  even  to  proclaim  freely 
to  you  ;  Ke  that  believes  is  past  from  death  to  lifer 
and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation  ;  *  There  is  no  j  1 
condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  j 
walked  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit,*  as  it 
is,  Rom.  viii.  1.  If  ye  say,  What  will  become  of  the 
sins  that  we  are  now  under  the  guilt  of?  I  answer,  j 
They  shall  be  freely  forgiven  ;  {  In  those  days  and  at  j 
that  time  (saith  the  Lord  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
Chap.  1.  20.)  the  iniquity  of  Israel  shall  be  sought 
for,  and  there  shall  be  none  ;  and  the  sins  of  Judah,  | 
and  thef  shall  not  be  found  ;  For  I  will  pardon  them 
whom  I  reserve/  When  all  the  books  shall  be  cast 
open,  there  shall  be  nothing  found  to  charge  upon  a 
believing  elect  ;  «  '  ^  is  God  that  justifieth,  who  shall 
condemn  ??  Sin  is  pardoned  unto  you,  as  really  as  it  I 
was  to  Abraham  and  to  David ;  and  heaven  is  made 
as  sur«  to  you,,  as  it  v/as  to  them,  who  are  now  in  it ;  j 


Ye  have  the  spe  Surety,  the  same  Saviour,  t5<e  same 
Covenant.  %  Wh^t  promise  would  ye  have  ?  I  know 
ye  need many  bw  is  there  any  of  al)  the  promises 
that  is  not  in  the  covenant  ?  Y*$a,  ye  have  the  cove- 
nant  and  Christ  both,  for  *  he  is  giyfia  for  a,  covenant* 
to  you;,  *  All  things  are  yours,  (as  it  i$,  1  Cor.  iii. ) 
whether  Paul,  or  Apqllos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world, 
or  1'rfe  or  death,  or  things  present  or  things  to  come, 
all  are  yours,  at\d  ye  are  Christ's  ;V  ye  have  a  title 
and  rig.rit  to  all  the  promisee,  and  may  comfort  your- 
selves in  the  assured  hope  of  the  performance  of  them. 
O  that  many  \yere  in  capacity  to  receive  this  conso- 
lation 13.  There  may  he  a  wearisome  time  here,  and 
who  knows  what  trials  and  scatterings  may  overtake 
you,  what  times  may  go  oyerypu,  ere  ye  get  another 
communion  I  It  were  best  then,  thai  ye  who  serious- 
ly mind  to.  cleave  to, Chris"  and  Wis,  covenant,  were 
making  for  them  ;  ,And  therefore  lay  up  this  conso- 
lation,  O  believers,  comfort  yourselves  in  this  bless- 
ed bargain  ;  ye  have  Christ  and  remission  of  sins, 
take  the  sacrament  as  a  seal  thereof ;  There  is  a  day 
cpmjng,-  when  ye  will  drink  it  new  in  the  kingdom  of 


fbr  the  tiiie  in  this  resemblance  of  it,  when  ye  see  a 
poor  mail  personating  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by 
his  warrant  offering  hini  to  you  ;  The  day  is  coming 
flrhen  there  shall  be  no  reserr.blacce,  no  tear  pie,  no 
jninisters,  no  ordinances,  no  .  sacrament  ;  but  ye  shall 
drink  of  that  new  wine;  the  grapes  whereof  grow  on 
Christ  Jesus  :  the  Tree  of  life  in  the  midst  of  the  par- 
adise of  God;?  even  the  w?ne  of  the  consolation  of 
glory.,-  that  will  keep  you  in  a  continual  holy  r^vish- 
f»ent,  when  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away,  and  ye  shall 
have  fully  satisfying  blessedness  in  the  immediate  vis- 
ion and  fruition  of  God  ;  And,  since  it  is  so,  '  Let 
the  joy  of  the  Lord  bm  your  strength.'  There  shall 
not  a  believer  come  to  the  Lord's  table  this  day,  but 
there  is  a  day  corning  when  he  and  and  she  shall 
drink  it  new,  without  in  (eruption  eternally,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ;  4  Father  (saith  Christ,  John 
rvii.)  I  will,  that  these  things  whom  thou  hast  given 


heaven;  Q  cheer  yourselves 
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me-  may  be  with  me  where  1  arn>  to  behold  rny  glo» 
ry And  again;  *  The  glory  which  thou  gavest  me, 
I  hsve  given  them V  Aud  saith  he,  Rev.  iii.  12*  *  I 
will  write  upon  him  my  new  name,  and  the  name  of 
the  city  of  my  God,'  &c<  that  is  the  comm unica'tion 
and  participation  of  the  glory  of  the  Head,  as  the 
members  are  capable,  Labour?  O  Labour  to  have 
your  appetites  sharpened,  and  your  longing  desires 
,  quiekentd  to  taste  of  this  new  wine ;  It  will  be  fresh,  ;! 
strong  arid  sweet  there.  And,  seeing  the  Lord  al- 
lows you  itich  consolation,  take  it,  and  take  the  sa- 
crament as  a  pledge  of  it  ;  And  think  with  thyself,  j 
O  believer  in  Christ,  What!  shall  I,  sinful  arid  un«  j 
worthy  I,  ere  loag  lit  with  Christ  at  his  table  in  glo- 
ry ?  and  is  this  a  sign  and  representation  ot  it  under 
a  veil  ?  '  What  manner  of  person  ought  I  to  be  in 
all  holy  conversation  and  golliness?'  Ought  I  not 
*  to  love  him  much  and  6  to  -continue  with  him  in  all 
tentations The  kingdom  superabundantly  make  up 
ail;  The  very  first  draught  of  this  new  wine  will  ;j 
make  sighing  and  sorrow  for  ever  to  flee  away.  Let  \ 
your  souls  be  comforted  in  what  ve  have,  and  in  the  ! 
expectation  of  what  is  coming  :  There  are  great 
things  coming  ;  ye  have  a  rich  and  liberal;  a  free  and 
ferank  Bes tower,  and  notably  good  security.  Come 
therefore  all  of  you  to  the  due  use  making  of  the  co- 
venant, and  of  the  sacrament  in  reference  to  this  end; 
And  the  Lord  himself,  that -calls  you*  enable  you  to 
corae  aright?  that  it  may  be  a  closed,  sealed,  and  con- 
firmed bargain  betwixt  him  and  you  this  day,  that  ye 
may  have  ground  to  say.  '  This  is  the  day  which  the 
Lord  hath  made,  we  will  f>e  glad  and  rejoice  in  it,* 
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